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ABSTRACT 



This survey identifies the characteristics that set 
the middle schcol apart from other types of academic organization. A 
questionnaire was sent to 1,989 schools whose names included the 
words "middle school," as well as to other schools that could 
conceivably be considered middle schools. Stratified random samples 
of 275 elementary and 91 junior high schools were added to furnish a 
basis for comparing middle schools with non-middle schools. Tables 
show (1) number, location by USOE regions, grades included, 
enrollment, and grades taught by various types of schools; (2) ratios 
of pupils to counselors, teachers, and administrators by grade and 
enrollment; (3) types of class schedules and study provisions, kinds 
of athletic programs and social activities, and primary 
responsibility for discipline by grade organization. The middle 
school philosophy is to prepare pupils for adult responsibilities 
withou exposing them prematurely to experiences for which they are 
unprepared. Although less than half the respondents believe that 
their schools arc maximally implementing this philosophy, a larger 
proportion believe that their schools are attempting to do so. A 
bibliography is included. A related document is ED 024 121. (MPL) 
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school. On the other hand, Alexander attempted to 
develop baseline data concerning the origins, 
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through the ninth grade. middle school for children ages 1 1 to 14, who may be 

too mature for the self-contained classroom, and yet 
not mature enough for a high school program. To 
prepare these pupils to shoulder adult responsibilities 
without exposing them prematurely to curricular and 
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zation. it is, ot course, possible that many ot the 
counselors in these schools furnish vocational guid- 
ance rather than other forms of assistance to stu- 
dents. 
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intentions. A clue to the intentions of school 
administrators with respect to innovative program- 
ming lies in the provisions for study at their schools. 
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well as typical middle school grades? 

Table 17 supplies the answers to these questions. 
Athletic teams at 25 percent of all schools with 5-7 
through 6-8 grades compete exclusively with teams 
from other schools. This compares with 28 percent 



schools report having this type of social program 
much more often than the 5-7 through 6-8 schools. 



eo -n 

O CO 

"T CO 

o q 

■*i 

i? 

CD ^ 

s 6 

O CD 

O 

3 H 

2 c 

0 Q_ 

CD 

3 3 

1 S’ 

3 r-f 

CL Q) 

-h 

■ h3 

zr 3 

® r- 

31 m 

CD-o 

CD 3 

a? 

CD 5 

CD 3. 



To® 

5- d. ^ 

CO 

C CD 

(D W J 

<S * qj 

3 O 

rt- ® 

^ 3 S’ 

® 3 o 
~ o 3- 
*0 ® 

O 0) O- 
3 w C 

CO r-f 

o-^Q. 

zr 

co <d q 

§.s | 
5 s: ~ 
“s? 

o — ■ -t 

Q) ° *0 

3 -a ° 

|-3 * 

IO ^ C/5 

3 o 
a) q G. 
3 « “ 



5" a. 

3 e> 

= I. 

' 3 

eh “ 



Q) 

«§; 
3 ^ 

‘2 « 

CD O 

O 

? SL 

03 

3 Q) 

o §. 

0 < 

1 i ; 

CD ** 

— i 

cr 

03 c/j 



s § 

8 g 
a ° 

a m 3 

■< U 2 

. 5‘ 

3" < 2 . 

CD < 



£ E* O 
G- ^ -H 
^ CD 

3 -o 3 
2. q 3" 
4® O ro 

. X3 

^ o o 

g: a-o 
3- § 3 
-. «= 
to o 3 
T3 •+• -3 

8sP 

S 8 f 

r+ c/T H 

r+ _ Q) 

? a s 

*< QJ ® 

3" = 

03 r-f 00 

s ^ 5 - 
S 5 a 

O - o 

03 

^ 3 CD 

w O. S 

B) r ' 

3.I& 

sS? 

O ^1 c 

5 L 6 “ 



co 

2. o 
o 2. 
| SL 

03 03 

■a 3- 

a <. 

CD £■ 
— t CD 
3 c/5 

I- f 

§i =' 

y q- 

03 ? 

= 3 

r+ CD 
O Q_ 
O 5’ 

a <d 

2 CQ 

-5* ®* 

•< CL 

3 O 
8 <§ 
3 03 

cr =J 
cd“ n 

e/3 03 



r-f 05 05 



CD 

o' 

TJ 

-t 

O 

CO 

3 

3 



o ui 

$ ? 

5-o 

gfr C 

CD CO 

i?„ 

9: CO ^ <D 

05 r+ 

_ O 



2 o 

3 o 

42 00 

T3 

8 - 
r* o 
o 



0 S 8 
=■ ® =r 

g “ 0 

1 8- g - 

= s * 

03 3" 03 

- e « 

O o 
5T 3 

3 I 
s*| 

CD D 

m 10 

<D _ 

^ CD 

03 

§ a- 

r* O 

o § 



CD 3* 
CD r+ 
O 

3 ^ 
O =t 



3 

3 2’ 

CL *» 

O' =3" 

03 

o’ =r 
3 8 
«-► =r 
=r o 

a 9. 



CD 3 



O CL 

- & i 

03 "» 

3 

CL c 

3 

3“ 5‘ 

•CD 

-o Z 

CD cq 

5k 3_ 

2 CO 

3 S- 

03 O 

S 2 . 

CD 05 

O ? 

^ 03 
r+ ^ 

CD Q- 

O 

31 ^ 
CD 3 1 
CD 
03 

S.3 

_ CL 

C> q 

cb CD 



cr 3 

o CD 

r+ 03 



*^J ^ 
00 -* 
' CO 

03 

a* 

•£* o 

^ 3 

Q) ^ 

as 

4^ 5 



00 
LO 5 

5- CD 

2 -J 



3 - 3* 3 

(fi 

-l‘ < 03 

— • O ? 
3 Q3 q 

S 3 

03 

3 “ 05 

C T- r-f 

3 |f 

“ ^ o' 
3- < 5° 

® 2v 
Cf. CD 
O =* 



co 

co O 

cr 

r+ 03 

? a 

03 < 

3 ^ 
o 

O 

2 

9 c 

CL X3 



03 •+> 

, 3 O 

CL ^ 

CO V 
go — * CO 

o Cjn^ 



X. 03 
03 = 



! 2 «® 
1 2 0 



<2 5 -< §. 

2. s s a 

”®33^ 

3" co eo o 
03 O -r 

< 

CD O 

Q) O 

3 co* 

CD 

S x 

— I 

“ S 
*§ § 



CD 

T — ■ CO 

g q cd 

*2. 03 ,« 

0^8 

*< — ■ 3" 
O o 
“ Q> O 

« 3 1 " 

03 “ co 

“-§.8 

2 . 1 * 3 



q - co 

o. g- 
o ^ 

-Hi £y 

CL 

r-f CD 

31 

% 03 

CD -3 

Q- 

co 

o o 

3“ ^ 
O ^ 

2. S 

1/5 CL 
CD 

S’ cn 



03 

2 3* 

CL -i 
O 
c 

— ■ CQ 



CD 

00 



8 o 

3 O 

M CO 

•+I " 

° « 

cn 05 

‘O’S 

3 8 
■« 3 

SL £ CD r* 

- cb ^ 

8 ^ 

3“ -tk 

8 ^ 

CO w 

Tl CL 

r* ^3 f“ 

- ■ S’ S3 » 
S <8 8 

— CD 3 - 

o a- S 5 3 2 

-C < ^ 7 S,“ 



5 8 

q; w 

CD 



O 03 

y> < 

" CD 



o 

ERIC 



03 qT 

3 E 

r-f m 

O -k 

o -* 

O 03 

3 5 

CD CL 
co o 
CL 3 
CD -h 
CL O 
-n 

S’ 2. 

CO 

a* 3 

CD 

r-t 03 

2. 3 
co 

03 C 
3 03 

< 'S 

s a 

S 3 1 

Hc 8 * 

3 - CO 

CD . . 

S2. 3 3 
n H 

CD g- 03 
« 0 D" 
O CD — 
-h eo CD 



05 O 

o sr 

I! 

eo 

— ^ 03 

H 3 

03 O 

O- 3 

CD «= 
CJ1 £- 
1a CD 

o < 

7 — 03 



I.-5 

co T3 
CD CD 



n co < 
o C 

5| • 

| s | 

^ 03 

03 3 T 

3 S{ 3 

CL 3 S. 

-O £2. <■ 

c ■< 

■ 2 .' 8 

“ . CD 

Sf 3- 3 

CD gj 

03 CD r-f 

o 3 - 

? -O Si 

ir y 

S Q. - 



3- o 

CD _ 

g-s _ _ 

® | g ^ s 

§ I S S 5- 

^ 9: CL o co 

&ff 5^ o 

q‘ -* 

til 

co g. T3 



03 

CO gf 

o cd 

-O’CQ 
3 * 03 

2 Q- 

CD CD 



II 

I 3 3 S’ 

g 8 - & g 

eo co 

% 

3 



CO CO (Q (Q 

< J O r n 

3 CD 3" ==• Q> 

gf O 

2 ^ o. o 

8. S 3 

N 03 

CD 

■ *0 



9 - "o 



—I CO 

CD Q_ 

8 I 

3 O 



O’ §_ 

i eo r* T 

a. ! <3 

O 5 . ® 



3 

CL 



C" 

CD 

Q. 



CD 

Q_ 



03 



c 

q 3 



c 

*0 



co X . 3 

CD 



CD 



s 

9 


O 


u. 

CD 

CO 


8 


O 

— ft 


03 

cn 


-+» 


O 

3- 


'c' 


03 


03 

XJ 

c 


1 — f 

3“ 

CD 

r+ 


O 

q 

CO 


3 

o' 


CO 

3‘ 

cq 


q t 

co" 


< 

q 


1 


Z 

cS* 


CD 

q 


r-f 

3* 

CD 


o’ 

SL 

■xj 


i 


3* 

co 


03 

eo 

% 



* w <a 2 

O r-f 3 * “ - =*. 

_ 0 ? j 

y d- 5? ? 2 “ ® 2 . 

3 - 03 CA 

o O 3 r. 

^ o 
5‘ -v 
8 > 



CD u co 
!3 S’ 

3 r-i 

O o 

CD O 
r-f . 

o 5 * 

r-f Q 
3" ■< 
CD 

if 

CD 

-I 03 



eo 



*D 

O 



3 

CD 

Q. 



8 S’ 

uT 3 



03 Q> 

r» rr 

C 



° » - 

-» 8 o 



2 ® 



o » 



= 1: ff 



3 Q. 

— . 03 

Q. 

9: 5* 

CD 3 



CD 3 r 

** 2 . 00 

o g; 8 

_ 3- ® O 
O <D CD 05 O 

§ < 3* 00 

0 - 
3 O 



— (Q 

-o <’ 

— t — 

o 



CO 



CD 

CO w 

2 co 
Q- -sj 



o g 

c* 3? 

» a. 

ZL CD 

3 

!? >< 
CD 

a » 

3* o 

co 3 

r+ «3 

8 " ST 
3 3 



o* o 
3* q 

eo 

03 ' 

3 S 

8 | 

0 

^ 3 
CD 2. 
3 C 
Q_ 
cr cd 

1 9. 

3" 3- 

a* 

cn 

$ 3 
;+ cl 

3- CD 



T- CJ1 
^ 2 
r-f (O 

?a 

O CL 
C CD 

<§■ CO 

<?>8 

00 CL 



q 03 

o sr ® 

C -Nj r-f 

cn zr 

J s? 
05 P ® 
03 Si 3 

8 0 c 
2. cd 2 

o 3 g. 

2. < ■? 

CO < =• 

•X ® 3 
>0-3^ 

3 $ ^ 

a g- S 
s S S- 

3" -« 

»8 s 

o = 2. 

r^<§ 

fit 

•o “ o 

■O CD i 
IT 5- 
^ Ol CD 

rvC • , CO 

'vl CD 



CO CO 

3 3 ? 
2 . 2 3 
Q) — rf 

CD 2* 
T3 co CD 

o^S 

'q cd zr 
w q cd 

38 ; 

*" 2 ® 

St 3 

cn Q_ 

CD x 

^ r-f 

0 3 

-h <D 

8 ■* 
3- 

2 ® 
2. 3 

to Q_ 

3- -E* 

® do 

aS- 

r-f CO 

-1 

*S 

1 S 

CD r-f 

3 ? 
-h CD 



CO 

3 



O > 

If* 

•ETig 

M-g 

a> o 

3 £ O 

a- 3 

e?: 

=> js o 

O) “ L “ CO 

If. § 

o 5 £ 
ro « O 

0‘S & 

^ ro l. 
J T3 a 
C »_ 
co a) 

O I s 

O O) - 

8-gf 

.£ *L E 

"DM 
^ CO >* 

.= a> i- 

E l. <u 

<u > 



= £-2 
co .5£ q 
ego 

Sis 

o <° 



® 2 
4-i 

4 -* 

3 

JD 



00 = 



J= £ 4 

IIS 

a) £ CD 

!E £ 

ir — a> 
.2 c £ 
- o l - 



= CD 

o 



to c 

CD O 
i CD a) 

' 7 3 

CD CT 
CD 

£ ? 



-C o 

*-> 4 -» 

ll 

. CD 
fe CL 
_t“ 0 ) 



a) 

to x 



3 


> to 


O) 

• 


"P .2 

CO 4 -* 




3 > 


CD 


o 


X 

4 -» 


3 o 
ro 

CD __ 
CL CD 


XJ 


s 


4 - O 



a I 

§ ■»- <5 

- TO 

^ ^ a> c 

a fe •£ => 

TO E 

T 3 ° 



* s 

•a *- 

1 TO 

E £ 

CD 



jo .o to 

| el 

f, O ^ 

o +5 CO 

w a c 
o) «S o 

=5 t c 

S 3 "D 

S o c 

*Z CD 



c° 

o 

m O 
-O O 
CD CD 



CT) 

To — 

si 

5 8 



2 fc 

3 > 

O §> 

w o 

a 5 . 

CD 

O jo 

- § 

to -g 

ro S 

to 



J2 (u 

O “ 

o 



“O 

■O 



c3 Q._ 

I jg-g 

.CO CD ^ 

" £ O 

£ CD - 

■2 E to 

TO Q. 5 

ct> _o 

| § § 

§ a) r 

£ ~u o 

.E CO 

CD CD 

3 (5 -o 

a) s 

w «o *3 

S a3 E 
„ « 

Sg5 

Qj 3 c 

E o o 

> ^ 
r* k— 

-h CD CD 

: Si -O D 

JZ CD C 
> i_ C 
> CD CD 



-C 

8 

*o 

“O 

E 

CD 



JD 

-Q 

E 

% 

a> 



o 

o 

-C 

a 

q> 

co 

“O 

c 

CD 

o> 

■ 

LT) 

CD 

.C 

H 



co n to 
C ° 0i 

O £ 'P 

!j£ o *> 

2 42 W 
a. _ 

>* S ro 

■§11 
tt b 8 

r <D ^ 
t -C 
a> -m 

O o g 
E c O 

3 § C 

S € -O 

O) E CD 
C o 

3*8 

x: £- jz 
8|« 
qj tn _ 

2 fc £ 
k |t = 
i! b i 

H— CD 



C 3 ^ 

O -Q 



JZ *0 

•S’ 3 

-c o 
C 5 

° .* 
to 

g 8 

jz 'P 

a E 



*o .2 
£ 5 
01 fe 

c o 



cn o 

c '? 



£ C 
E CD 

8 ° 
x 2 

3 a g 



4 -j to i- 
(D*OQ) 

Si 1 



TO 

s ‘>3 



TO o | 5 

8 n gg 

O 

c '^3 

— CD 

5 ‘E 

5 a 



-C ~ CD 
<-rf CD 

*5 



•2 8 
.— “O 

J s 

£.8 
CD 4-* 
CD 

CD x 



J3 ° 

CD — 



^ Z 

^ is .«« a 

E « - 

if 



CD 



.-5 § 

i/I £ 

c < 8 



E 8 

| Ji 

to o 



^ J 

CD — 
^ TO 

H G 

to 8 

fi 

Q. «° 

ft | 

CD 

3 ■£ 

O CD 

U 

3 = 

§ ° 

IS 
^•2 
£Z ® 

O 

CD .E 
TJ CD 

is 

.E o 



8 -I 1 

C CD *+-> 

iil 

Jr O to 

P O Q> 



CD CO 
Q. 



2? 

*D 

1 S 

c 2 

CD CO 

o _ 
co O 

o o 
° *5 

jz a 
a a) 
o> s 

“o fc 

g CD 
CD X 

9 r 

in o 

CD **” 



Id > 
^ > 
O c 

CD 



- ^ 00 

? to 

to N 

S.J? 1 

E 8 to 
o 
« 

I- « CO 

8. E ° 

= ^i .ti .t O) 
g, TO O O TO 
CD 

Jz a> 

■M -Q 



-2 

*9 

CO* *D> 
CD LX 
CJ CD 

I 5S 

il 



E ° 

.E o 

to to 
to QJ 
to 

2 ^ 

O 3 

co — 
00 CD 

r>- c 

TO © 

o 



f-o 
,E o 
O) -c 

fe 8 

E o> 

1 1 
«5i T3 

m C 
CD CO 

l ^ 

jz 

CO QJ 

O -C 

O 4- 



§ 

il 

fE 

a* 



a 3 



O ”0 



CD ^ 

H o 



5 ^ 

W CD 

E o 

2 fc - 
J= o 

I— 'M 

o 

- CD 

O "“ 



©8“ 
k S 

T3 2 *p 

c £2 E 
a> 

co ^ jz 

^ 3 o 
H- O 

o w +- 

§ E TO 

8 1 e 

'= * o 
CL TO **“ 

e e « 

o -c •£ 

O 4-» ^ 

c g> o 

o 'E 8 

51 J 

^ if 



0^1 S-r £c 

CD CJ T3 . E 

~ -i TO 3? 

£ 

TO c *S 
t-* ° -x 

Q) .. k. 
> i2 CD 

18 E 
CD r — f » *“ 



• ^ O 
' -J- co 



JO JO o 

8 § c 

^ to 

8 8 
oo cd £ 

ri* tj Jg 
5E £ 

4- 1 *4— —j 

2 o 3 

4-» tO «2 

TO TO “ 
8 ^ " 
o -2 

3 2^ 

2 -a 

2-1 c 

g-il 

3 TO I 

£ a 8 

TO 

If I 

z o .t; 
or > 
co to > 



co cd rr Qj 

~T s (Q r 

O .z c ^ 

III: 

"o > .4^ =3 

8 g -o £ 
« EtjH 

T=: .E CD 

CD 4 ^ 

E ~o Q) c 

to c .b CD 

.H- ” = E 
° 5> to •- 



o 

€ E 



E c S’ 






3 < • »_ 

u 



a & o | 

2 £ -g - 

Q. Q ..2 O 



in ® 



o 2 

W TJ — 

T3 g S 

C to 

CD «P 

00 



c 

CD 
E CO 
Jr cd 



§ 

4-» 

o 



o JO c 

fei2S 

CD C- JO 



CN 



erJc 



qj CD 

-2 x 

J 0 > 

CD mZ 

3 a 

§ 4= 

q> Q. 

S ° 

CL «u 

CD 

8 E 
.2 § 
CO >E 



g e 

i I 

1 1 
8 >g 

C — 



CD £ 

>s 
"§ JS 
P 3 






° E 

to 5 

E 2 

a3 g* 

4-< l_ 

c Q- 
u 
“D 

(D QJ 

1^ 

CD 

TO S' 

CD O 

■Q « 
O *> 
^ 2 

£ > 
c XJ 

to 3 
2 * 
'%£ 
§•§ 
ga 

f a 

to e 
o — 

H=. O 



CD 

*o 

CD 

a 

CD 

Id 

CD 

E 



5 

8 



£ o 
> > 
8 | 
H- ‘to 

O 3 



C g 
o ffi 

■g co 

| £ 
3 
O 

Q> £ 



> 

“O 



g c 
£ o 

CD *P 
* 7 ? CD 

8 E 

-o a 

CD O 



CL . 

.i-g- 

Crt ^ 

>ts 

JZ CO 

03*^ 



CD .= 

2 a 

CD qj 

n 



.E g "S 

1,« § 

o — ‘p 

• E 8 I 

J 2 '-g E 

o 8 tS 

§ to .= 

«? e 

o E § 
8 S 45 

D. i_ 

> 0 ) 3 

^ fc o 

CD "O CD 

siS 

2 8 to 

t; > »- 
C u o 

Q} CD if. 

«K 

all 



8 

Q. 

> 

-M 

+-> 

c 

<D 

I 

T3 

CD 

r: 

4-» 

£ 

CD 

a 

E 

o . 
<-> > 
O CD 
** > 
CD 4-» 

gs 

Q. CD 
,-M O 

^ J 2 
CD o 

.2 a 



CD i. 
JZ CD 



0 > 



CD 



+z Q) "O H“ O 



2 CO 
J— rn 

S " 

CD = 

E | 

CD CO 

3 " 

CD 

+-* JO 

O 

co O 

^ a 

. TO 

to rr 

a? 
'■£ i 



1 - o 

CD 

S | 

CD 

o> E 

§ O 
1 1 
< Q. 



CD 

J- C/J -l— 
4-* JZ 4-» 

M- 

3 « -g 

H— C 

4-0 8 
CD Q) 
JZ to »- 

- 3 > 

CD Q> 

r 3 g 
t c o 

5 % « 

“ tt 

«' 3 2 

8 ° E 

a = s 

8 ■ s 

E .c 
a) o o> 

TJ 

<500 
&o o 

o> 8 8 

TO > 2 

1 | 5 

E S £ 

to E T? 

^ a. To 
.E CD -M 






CD O 

1 o 

2 5 
c c 
“ O 

° £ 

e S 

0 .> 

1 S 

42 TO 



- ‘S 



!■& 
4-» L 3 
2 CO 
.9* CD 

t? % 
XL 
?S °3 

2 3 
a. o 
— c 

o CD 

■ 8 £ 
8 g 

§ 



* § E <75 



C 4- 

° 3 

~o 

O C 

5 g 

a -o 

2 - i 

1.8 

1 1 

CD 

-=- 4-* 

0) CD 



•. tO 

k- 4-» 

% 2 
| 3 
o ■o 

X 0 > 

^ -o 

CO CD 

E ® 

O Nl 



CD 4-» H- 
X CD — 
4- JZ 

c 5 tA 

to £ c 

o o g 

o co C 
_F CD 

8 ” I 

— i i 

*3 10 CD 

■o . 

Eg* 

>3 2 

r *o « 
-O j* c 

E o E 

QJ CO CD 

to "o 

‘cn x) F 

cd rr c 
i- X 
V c 

_ M- O 

<d o .ti 

^ *4- O 



8 



tj »" « 
42 £ 

8.1 
a> cn 
-£Z cd 



.52 | -8 

to -j S 

t o P 5 

Q) l« r 
~D Q. — 



junior high school respondents perceived no signifi- 
cant difference between the school title and their 
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as impressive. However, the risk factor in placing 7-8 
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TABLE 1 

•REGIONAL AND STATE-BY-SYATE DISTRIBUTION 
OF MIDDLE SCHOOLS 
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TABLE 2 

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF MIDDLE SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS 



TABLE 4 

GRADES TAUGHT BY 
VARIOUS TYPES OF SCHOOLS 
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Chi square for the above data yields a confidence level of about 6 percent. 
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TABLE 14 

STUDY PROVISIONS 
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION 
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SOCIAL ACT* VITIES 
BY GRADE ORGANIZATION 
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BETWEEN SCHOOL TITLE 
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